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Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Examiner's telephonic request for the 
dates of publication for references AZ, BA, BB, BO, BS and BT 
set forth on the form PTO-1449 accompanying the supplemental 
information disclosure statement dated November 20, 1987, 
applicant has reviewed the references and is unable at this 
time to provide the Examiner with accurate publication dates. 
Although applicant and applicant's attorneys are not represent- 
ing or admitting that any of the listed references qualify as 
prior art for the referenced application, it is requested that 
the Examiner treat each of the above-identified references as 
having an associated publication date that is prior to appli- 
cant's filing date. If any one of the references is determined 
by the Examiner to be of particular relevance, the applicant 
will make an effort to determine its effective date by inquir- 
ing to the publisher. 

Applicant's attention has also been directed to additional 
references AQ, AR, AS, AT, BK, BL and BM cited on the attached 
form PTO-1449. Copies of these references are enclosed. In 
addition, applicant is also enclosing a translation of the 
French patent 2,562,659 previously cited as reference AN in the 
information disclosure statement submitted on May 20, 1987. 
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Applicant directs the Examiner's attention to the fact that 
this French patent was published on October 11, 1985, a date 
which is after applicant's filing date. 

As for the references AQ-BM, several are clearly not pri 
art and are submitted only as items of possible informational 
interest to the Examiner. As for the remaining references, 
applicant does not believe that they are of any greater 
relevance than those references already cited and applied by 
the Examiner. 

Signed at Chicago, in the County of Cook and State of 



Illinois this 




day of February, 1988. 



Respectfully submitted. 




John/B. 'Corfklin - Reg. No. 30,369 
Leydag, Voit & Mayer 
One IBM Plaza - Suite 4600 
Chicago, IL 60611 
(312) 822-9666 
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